














HORNED OWLS, ETC. 179

and broadly tipped with whitish ; tail banded; under parts whitish, barred and
spotted with brown. Length: 19, wing 12.00-13.50, tail 8.50-9.00, bill .90.

Distribution. — From southern Colorado and New Mexico to California
and south to Lower California and northwestern Mexico.

The spotted owl is the western representative of the barred owl,
and is so closely confined to the thinly settled mountain regions of
the west that little is known of its habits. Mr. Lyman Belding
compares its call to the barking of a dog.

369a. 8. 0. caurinum Merriam. NORTHERN SPOoTTED OWL.

Similar to the spotted owl, but darker, with white spots and markings
restricted, especially on head and back; wing quills darker, the broad
white tip almost obsolete. Wing: 12.10; tail (middle feathers) 8.06.

Distribution. — Coast region of Washington and British Columbia.

GENUS SCOTIAPTEX.

870. Scotiaptex cinerea (Gmel.). GreaT GrAY OWL.

Ear tufts wanting ; ear openings large, with conspicuous anterior flap,
the two ears strikingly difterent; bill and feet small, bill inconspicuous
among facial feathers; toes entirely covered with feathers; eyes yel-
low, eye ring black; face with concentric rings of gray and dark brown ;
upper parts sooty, mottled with gray and blackish ; wing quills and tail
banded ; under parts mixed sooty and whitish, with irregular sooty streak-

ing; flanks and legs barred. Length: 25-30, extent 54-60, wing about
16-18, tail 11.00-12.50.

Distribution. — Northern North America, south in winter to the northern
border of the United States.

Nest. — In evergreens, made of sticks, feathers, and sometimes mosses.
Eggs: 2 to 4, white.

hhl";:‘od. — Mainly rabbits, mice, and other small mammals, together with

“Its great predilection for thick woods, in which it dwells doubt-
less to the very limit of trces, prevents it from being an inhabitant
of the barren grounds or other opea country iu the north. It is
trepuscular or slightly nocturnal in the southern parts of its range,
but in the high north it pursues its prey in the daytime. In the
latter region, where the sun never passes below the horizon in sum-
mer, it is undoubtedly necessity and not choice that prompts it to be
abroad in the daylight. . . . The note of this owl is said to be a
tremulous, vibrating sound, somewhat resembling that of the screech
owl.” (Fisker.)

GENUS NYCTALA.

General Characters.— Wing 5 25-7.40; ear tufts wanting ; ear openings
nearly equal to height of skull, with anterior flap, the two ears conspic-
uously different ; feet thickly feathered to claws.

KEY TO SPECIES.

1. Wing 650 ormore . . . . . . . . . . richardsoni, p. 180.
1'. Wing less than 6,

































190 HORNED OWLS, ETC.

rattlesnakes are evidently attracted to the towns by the supplyd
tender spring dogs, and it has been suspected that the badgers relih
a young owl for breakfast. The owls have been accused of joinitg
in the neighborly round-robin feast and partaking of the yousg
dogs, but, although they eat squirrels and mice in spring and fall,
they live for the most part on grasshoppers and crickets. They
hunt mainly in the evening and at night, but are often seen catching
grasshoppers in the daytime.

GENUS GLAUCIDIUM,

General Characters. — Wing 3.50~4.40; head without ear tufts; or
openings small, without anterior flap, the two ears alike ; nostril small, &~
cular, opening near the middle of the inflated cere ; tarsus not longer tha

middle toe, densely feathered; tail more than half as long as wing
rounded.

KEY TO SPECIES.

1. Sides plain brown, unspotted . . phaleenocides, p. 191 !

1'. Sides more or less spotted.

2. Back grayer . . .« v+ + 4+ ... . .gnoma,plN
2.Back browner . . . . . . . . . . californicnm:p.ml.

379. Glaucidium gnoma Wagl. Pvamy Owr.

Adults. — Very small, under parts white, thickly streaked with datk

brown ; sides brownish, indistinctly spotted with lighter ; upper parts dark

slaty gray. olive brown, or dark rusty browm;

head specked with white; tail blackish or

brownish, barred with white. Young: like adult.

p > but top of head plain gray. Length : 6.50-7.5,
Fig. 253 wing 3.40-4.00, tail 2.40-2.80.

8. 0. Distribution. — Timbered mountain regions
of western North America from British Columbia south through Siems
Madre of Mexico, except along the humid Pacific coast region.

Nest. — As far as known, in old woodpecker holes and hollow stabs from
8 to 20 feet from the ground. [Eggs: usually 4, white.

) Food. — Mainly insects, especially grasshoppers; but also mice and
izards.

*“This little owl is diurnal in its habits, feeding and flying about
in the bright sunshine, though it is more common in the early dusk
and morning. Mr. Henshaw says it is fond of taking its statiorn
early in the morning on the top of an old stub, that it may enjoy
the warmth of the sun’s rays. In most places it is more or less soli-
tary, though in New Mexico Mr. Henshaw found it extremely socia-
ble, and in the fall it was usually met with in companies.

‘It is tame and unsuspicious and may be decoyed from a consid-
erable distance by imitating its call-note, to which it responds at
once. It is confined mostly to wooded districts, though occasion-
ally it is found some distance from timber. It hides in the pines or






192 PARROTS AND PAROQUETS

Unlike the pygmy owls the elf owls are nocturnal, spending the
day either in thickets or old woodpecker holes. Major Bendire says
they become active soon after sundown. He has had them come to
his camp, attracted probably by the insects which gathered about
the guard fire through the night.

When resting in the daytime the little owls are not too stupid to
protect themsclves, as.is shown by a curious experience Mr. F.
Stephens had with one. He startled the owl in a willow thicket, and
when he found it in the dense tangle, as he says, it was ““sitting on
a branch with its face toward me and its wing held up, shield fash-
ion, before its face. I could just see its eyes over the wing, and
had it kept them shut I might have overlooked it, as they first
attracted my attention. It had drawn itself into the smallest possi-
ble compass so that its head formed the widest part of its outline.
I moved around a little to get a better chance to shoot, as the bush
was very thick, but whichever way I went, the wing was always
interposed, and when I retreated far enough for a fair shot, I could
not tell the bird from the surrounding bunches of leaves. At length,
losing patience, 1 fired at random and it fell. Upon going to pickit
up 1 was surprised to find another which I had not seen before, snd
which must have been struck by a stray shot.” (Quoted by Bendire.)

ORDER PSITTACI: PARROTS, MACAWS,
PAROQUETS, ETC.

FAMILY PSITTACIDZ: PARROTS AND PAROQUETS
GENUS RHYNCHOPSITTA.

382.1. Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha (Swains.). Tmics*
BILLED PARRoOT.
Bill large, tip of lower mandible elongated, cut oﬁ' and flattened ; W’
graduated for about one third its length ; cere densely feathered,
ing the nostrils. .Iduits : bill blackish, body green except for poppy red ol‘
forepart of head and wings. and lemon yellow under wing coverts. Young®
similar. but bill mainly whitish and red restricted. Length: 16.00-16.75,
wing 8.50-10.50, tail 6.30-7.00. graduated for 2.25-2.35.
Distribution. — Mountains bordering tablelands of Mexico; morthward
casually to the Chiricahua Mountains, Arizona.

A flock of nine or ten thick-billed parrots seen by Mr. Lusk in the
Chiricahua Mountains came, as he says, scolding, chattering, and
calling up a canyon to the edge of the pifion pine belt, where they
devoted themselves to getting the pifiones. ‘‘ Investigation of their
stomachs,” he says, ‘showed nothing but a plentiful quantity of
very immature pifiones wrested from their cavities in the hearts of
the hard, green cones by their powerful beaks.”




